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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Marketing Service

[Docket No. CN–00–007]

Notice of Request for Extension and
Revision of a Currently Approved
Information Collection

AGENCY: Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.
ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35), this notice
announces the Agricultural Marketing
Service’s (AMS) intention to request an
extension for and revision to a currently
approved information collection for
Cotton Classing, Testing, and Standards.
DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by November 27, 2000, to be
assured of consideration.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR COMMENTS:
Comments may be mailed to USDA,
AMS, Cotton Programs, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW., Stop 0224,
Room 2641–S, Washington DC 20250–
0224. All comments received will be
available for public inspection at this
address during the hours 8 a.m. to 4
p.m. Monday through Friday.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Cotton Classing, Testing, and
Standards

OMB Number: 0581–0008.
Expiration Date of Approval: July 31,

2001.
Type of Request: Extension and

revision of a currently approved
information collection.

Abstract: Information solicited is used
by the USDA to administer and
supervise activities associated with the
classification or grading of cotton,
cotton linters, and cottonseed based on
official USDA Standards. The
information requires personal data, such
as name, type of business, address, and

description of classification services
requested. These programs are
conducted under the United States
Cotton Standards Act (7 U.S.C. 51b), the
Cotton Statistics and Estimates Act of
1927 (U.S.C. 473c), and the Agricultural
Marketing Act of 1946 (7 U.S.C. 1622h).

The information collection
requirements in this request are
essential to carry out the intent of the
Acts and to provide the cotton industry
the type of information they need to
make sound business decisions. The
information collected is the minimum
required. Information is requested from
growers, cooperatives, merchants,
manufacturers, and other government
agencies.

The information collected is used
only by authorized employees of the
USDA, AMS. The Cotton Industry is the
primary user of the compiled
information and AMS and other
government agencies are secondary
users.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 0.07 (119/1697)
hours per response.

Respondents: Cotton merchants,
warehouses, and gins.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
797.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Respondent: 2.13 (1697/797).

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 119 Hours.

Comments are invited on: (1) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; (2) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (3)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (4) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
the use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Comments may be sent to Darryl W.
Earnest, Assistant Associate Deputy
Administrator, Cotton Programs, AMS,
USDA 1400 Independence Avenue, SW,
Stop 0224, Room 2641–S, Washington,
DC 20250. All comments received will

be available for public inspection during
regular business hours at the same
address. All responses to this notice will
be summarized and included in the
request for OMB approval. All
comments will become a matter of
public record.

Dated: September 21, 2000.
Norma McDill,
Acting Deputy Administrator, Cotton
Programs.
[FR Doc. 00–24777 Filed 9–26–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–02–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Heath Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 00–091–1]

Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Foreign Animal and Poultry Diseases;
Notice of Solicitation for Membership.

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service USDA.
ACTION: Notice of solicitation for
membership

SUMMARY: We are giving notice that the
Secretary anticipates renewing the
Advisory Committee on Foreign Animal
and Poultry Diseases for a 2-year period.
The Secretary is soliciting nominations
for membership for this Committee.
DATES: Consideration will be given to
nominations received on or before
November 13, 2000.
ADDRESSES: Nominations should be
addressed to the person listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Joe Annelli, Chief Staff Veterinarian,
Emergency Programs, VS, APHIS, 4700
River Road Unit 41, Riverdale, MD
20737–1231; (301) 734–8073.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Secretary’s Advisory Committe on
Foreign Animal and Poultry Diseases
(the Committee) advises the Secretary of
Agriculture on actions necessary to keep
foreign diseases of livestock and poultry
from being introduced into the United
States. In addition, the Committee
advises on contingency planning and on
maintaining a state of preparedness to
deal with these diseases, if introduced.

The Committee Chairperson and Vice
Chairperson shall be elected by the
Committee from among its members.
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Terms will expire for the current
members of the Committee in December
2000. We are soliciting nominations
from interested organizations and
individuals to replace members on the
Committee. An organization may
nominate individuals from within or
outside its membership. The Secretary
will select members to obtain the
broadest possible representation on the
Committee, in accordance with the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. App.) and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Regulation 1041–1.
Equal opportunity practices, in line
with USDA policies, will be followed in
all appointments to the Committee. To
ensure that the recommendations of the
Committee have taken into account the
needs of the diverse groups served by
the Department, membership should
include, to the extent practicable,
individuals with demonstrated ability to
represent minorities, women, and
persons with disabilities.

Done in Washington, DC, this 21st day of
September 2000.
Chester A. Gipson,
Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.
[FR Doc. 00–24840 Filed 9–26–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–34–M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. 00–061–1]

International Sanitary and
Phytosanitary Standard-Setting
Activities

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice and solicitation of
comments.

SUMMARY: In accordance with legislation
implementing the results of the Uruguay
Round of negotiations under the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, we are
informing the public of international
standard-setting activities of the Office
International des Epizooties, the
Secretariat of the International Plant
Protection Convention, and the North
American Plant Protection Organization,
and we are soliciting public comment
on the standards to be considered.
ADDRESSES: Please send your comment
and three copies to: Docket No. 00–061–
1, Regulatory Analysis and
Development, PPD, APHIS, Suite 3C03,
4700 River Road, Unit 118, Riverdale,
MD 20737–1238.
Please state that your comment refers to
Docket No. 00–061–1.

You may read any comments that we
receive on this docket in our reading
room. The reading room is located in
room 1141 of the USDA South Building,
14th Street and Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC. Normal reading
room hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 690–2817
before coming.

APHIS documents published in the
Federal Register, and related
information, including the names of
organizations and individuals who have
commented on APHIS dockets, are
available on the Internet at http://
www.aphis.usda.gov/ppd/rad/
webrepor.html.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
John Greifer, Director, Trade Support
Team, International Services, APHIS,
room 1132, South Building, 14th Street
and Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250 (202) 720–7677.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

The World Trade Organization (WTO)
was established as the common
international institutional framework for
governing trade relations among its
members in matters related to the
Uruguay Round Agreements. The WTO
is the successor organization to the
General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade. U.S. membership in the WTO
was approved by Congress when it
enacted the Uruguay Round Agreements
Act (Pub. L. 103–465), which was
signed into law by the President on
December 8, 1994. The WTO
Agreements, which established the
WTO, entered into force with respect to
the United States on January 1, 1995.
The Uruguay Round Agreements Act
amended title IV of the Trade
Agreements Act of 1979 (19 U.S.C. 2531
et seq.). Section 491 of the Trade
Agreement Act of 1979, as amended (19
U.S.C. 2578), requires the President to
designate an agency to be responsible
for informing the public of the sanitary
and phytosanitary (SPS) standard-
setting activities of each international
standard-setting organization. The
designated agency must inform the
public by publishing an annual notice
in the Federal Register that provides the
following information: (1) The SPS
standards under consideration or
planned for consideration by the
international standard-setting
organization; and (2) for each SPS
standard specified, a description of the
consideration or planned consideration
of that standard, a statement of whether
the United States is participating or
plans to participate in the consideration
of that standard, the agenda for U.S.

participation, if any, and the agency
responsible for representing the United
States with respect to that standard.

‘‘International standard’’ is defined in
19 U.S.C. 2578b as any standard,
guideline, or recommendation: (1)
Adopted by the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (Codex) regarding food
safety; (2) developed under the auspices
of the Office International des
Epizooties (OIE) regarding animal health
and zoonoses; (3) developed under the
auspices of the Secretariat of the
International Plant Protection
Convention (IPPC) in cooperation with
the North American Plant Protection
Organization (NAPPO) regarding plant
health; or (4) established by or
developed under any other international
organization agreed to by the member
countries of the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) or the
member countries of the WTO.

The President, pursuant to
Proclamation No. 6780 of March 23,
1995 (60 FR 15845), designated the
Secretary of Agriculture as the official
responsible for informing the public of
the SPS standard-setting activities of
Codex, OIE, IPPC, and NAPPO. This
responsibility was delegated to the
United States Department of
Agriculture’s (USDA’s) Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) for Codex
activities and Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS) for OIE,
IPPC, and NAPPO activities.

FSIS is responsible for publishing an
annual notice in the Federal Register to
inform the public of SPS standard-
setting activities for Codex. Codex was
created in 1962 by two United Nations
organizations, the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) and the World
Health Organization. It is the major
international organization for
encouraging international trade in food
and protecting the health and economic
interests of consumers.

APHIS is responsible for publishing
notice of OIE, IPPC, and NAPPO
activities related to international
standards and representing the United
States with respect to these standards.

Following are descriptions of the OIE,
IPPC, and NAPPO organizations and the
standard-setting agenda for each of these
institutions. Our intent is to describe the
agenda that each of these organizations
will address at their annual general
sessions, including standards that may
be presented for adoption or
consideration, as well as other
initiatives that may be underway at the
OIE, IPPC, and NAPPO.

OIE Standard-Setting Activities
The OIE was established in Paris,

France, in 1924 with the signing of an
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